Morning Prayer

Sunday, November 8, 2020
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
OPENING SENTENCE
Officiant: God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth. (John 4:24)
CONFESSION OF SIN
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 		
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE INVITATORY
Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 		
and will be forever. Amen!
Officiant:
People:

The Holy One is in our midst:
O come let us worship.

THE VENITE (Psalm 95:1-7))
All:
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come
before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. For the Lord
is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the caverns of the earth, and
the heights of the hills are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have molded
the dry land. Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. Oh, that
today you would hearken to his voice!
PSALM 78:1-7
Hear my teaching, O my people;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us,
we will not hide from their children.
We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord,
and the wonderful works he has done.
He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel,
which he commanded them to teach their children;
That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn;
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
So that they might put their trust in God,
and not forget the deeds of God,but keep his commandments.
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All:
		

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 		
and will be forever. Amen!

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA (24:1-3a, 14-25)
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers
of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the
God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates
and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land
of Canaan and made his offspring many.
“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord,
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the
gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord
our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did
those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through
whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore
we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not
forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do
you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the
Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to
serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and
incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve,
and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for
them at Shechem.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A SONG OF WISDOM (Canticle A)
Wisdom 10:15-19, 20b-21
All:

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; call upon him when he draws near. Let the wicked
forsake their ways and the evil ones their thoughts; And let them turn to the Lord, and he will
have compassion, and to our God, for he will richly pardon. For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as rain and
snow fall from the heavens and return not again, but water the earth, Bringing forth life and
giving growth, seed for sowing and bread for eating, So is my word that goes forth from my
mouth; it will not return to me empty; But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, and
prosper in that for which I sent it.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.

A READING FROM PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS (4:13-18)
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve
as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a
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cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these
words.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A SONG OF SIMEON (Canticle 17)
Luke 2:29-32
All:

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; For these eyes
of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: A Light to
enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (25:1-13)
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil
with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go
to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also,
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour.”
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
All:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
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All:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
People:

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.
Day by day we bless you;
We praise your name for ever.
Lord, keep us from all sin today;
Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.
Lord, show us your love and mercy;
For we put our trust in you.
In you, Lord, is our hope;
And we shall never hope in vain.

THE COLLECTS
The Collect of the Day
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us children
of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he
comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us
this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into the
morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of
peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you
thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to
those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you;
bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
All:
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the
hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful
hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
throughout all ages. Amen.
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A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us granting us in this
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
THE DISMISSAL
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
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